A CAMPAIGN TO BUILD
BRIGHTER FUTURES

Children’s Grief Centre is a part of Hospice Calgary

Today, we need you.
Tomorrow, someone you love may need us.

“ Kayla was heartbroken about her

brother’s sudden death. She didn’t
want to speak about his accident.
Her mother reached out to our
counsellors and asked for help.
Once connected, Kayla met other
teens who also lost someone close
to them. She found a safe place
to express her feelings and talk to
others who ‘got it.’

“
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The Vision
Helping grieving families know they are
not alone… 		
The Children’s Grief Centre is a place
for grieving children, teens, and their
families to find professional support and
connection with other families.

Providing nationally-accredited mental
health programs for children…
The Children’s Grief Centre offers
unique programs and services, including
counselling, play and expressive therapy
and grief groups.

The Children’s Grief Centre will be nationally
recognized as a leading provider of compassionate
support and education.

Leading best-practice initiatives in the
field of child and family grief…
The Children’s Grief Centre is a resource
hub for professionals to seek expert
consultation, educational programs, and
training.

Serving Calgary’s grieving kids since 1991
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Why a Children’s Grief Centre?
Kids in Crisis: We provide the right help at the right time
There is substantial research that shows early intervention programs can reduce the risk of serious
problems in adulthood and decrease the need for intensive services later in life.
Illness and death are not the only challenges our families face. Families impacted by illness and
death can also be challenged by pre-existing mental health issues, drug or alcohol addiction,
parenting challenges or inefficient coping skills, or a lack of connection to friends and family.

70%

Traumatic childhood experiences, such as, the death of a parent, can lead to physical
and mental health issues later in life.
Statistics show that 70% of people coping with mental health issues as adults report
that their problems started when they were young.

“ They taught us how

to express ourselves,
that it’s healthy to keep
remembering and talking
about her, and to recognize
and respect each other’s
grief processes.

“

The Children’s Grief Centre provides support when needed, where needed,
for as long as needed.

68%
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68% of the grieving families referred for our services are living below the poverty
line. They should have access to grief counselling no matter what their financial
circumstances are.
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Why a Children’s Grief Centre?
Name Recognition: Know who to call when tragedy strikes

Our Story of Growth

When we started as a hospice, it became evident that special
support was needed for young families where a loved one was
dying. Both the dying patient and the family member needed
help talking with their children about what was happening
during the illness. And, after the death, the family member
needed help supporting their children.

“ The police arrived at 9pm.

My husband was in a fatal
car accident. I needed help.
It didn’t occur to me to call
a hospice. I had no idea you
were here-

“

Our Children’s Grief Centre in southern Alberta is the
only comprehensive professional service developed
specifically for grieving children and teens. We have been
helping Calgary’s grieving families for over 25 years under the
name of Hospice Calgary. Program evaluations consistently
show that the help is making a difference in people’s lives.
They also show that we had a branding issue!

As we developed a reputation for excellence in the area of
grief counselling, other organizations such as the Alberta
Children’s Hospital and Calgary Police Service began to refer
children who had been impacted by a sudden, traumatic death
for counselling.
Under the banner of Hospice Calgary, it was not clear that our
Child & Family Grief Services team supports families who
are grieving a sudden death (e.g. suicide, overdose, homicide,
accidental, medical).

The Randy O’Dell Kid’s Room

The public’s perception, given our organization name, is that we support families impacted
by advanced illness only. However, 50% of the children referred to us in this past year have
experienced a sudden death.

The Children’s Grief Centre will stand as a unique entity and away from the “hospice” brand.
When help is needed, we want families to know who to call.
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Why a Children’s Grief Centre?
Meeting Growing Demand for Services
Hospice Calgary is embarking on a period of growth that has resulted from several years of
strategic planning. We have worked hard to get where we are today and have a solid plan to build
towards our future!
Calgary’s growing population includes over 300,000 children and teens. Research suggests that 4%
will experience the death of a parent by the age of 19 – this represents 12,000 children and teens
in Calgary alone. This does not include the number of children that are impacted by the deaths of
siblings, friends, and other family members.

Today, we see over 2000 children, teens, and parents a year through our child and family grief
services - nearly doubling our clients since 2011!
We will increase our services to meet demand.
The Children’s Grief Centre will be responsive to community needs.

Our clinical growth plan includes:
Increased Services, Programs, and
Educational Offerings

Strengthened School Support

to meet the diverse needs and growth
demand of our communty

through a formalized program that
includes education, consultation, and
access to resources

Digital Access

Research Leadership

to support and resources

Collaboration

through partnerships with diverse
agencies and organizations
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through formalized relationships with
post-secondary institutions establishing
our team as thought leaders in the area
of child and family grief
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Children’s Grief Centre Goals
Goal 1

Offer the highest quality service to children, teens and
families that focuses on providing the right support at
the right time

Goal 2

Implement clinical growth plan

Goal 3

Launch a brand in the community that is identifiable to
grieving children, teens, and families

Goal 4
Create a child and teen friendly space

You can light the way for:
Ming, who saw her friend die
on the school bus

Goal 5

Establish a sustainable model of funding for all child
and family grief services

Zach, who holds his sister’s
hand as she faces advanced
cancer
Dalia, who found her husband
after suicide, minutes before
the children came home
Gary, who was hiking with his
dad when the accident occured
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WILL YOU
HELP?
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Campaign Goal: $3.0 Million Dollars by March 2020
$650k Capital Renovations

Modifications to existing building to allow for
increased programming and a child-friendly space

$1.3m Programs & Services

First year’s operating costs of the Children’s Grief
Centre

$250k Program Expansion

Increased program staff; education and
publication support

$250k Technology

Technology architecture planning, IT support,
online support platform, hardware & software,
website development

$200k Community Connections

Digital and traditional media; branded promotional
materials

$350k Reserve Fund

Remaining funds will be designated to the ongoing
operation of the Children’s Grief Centre

Recognition
Opportunities
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•
•
•
•
•

Naming of the Children’s Grief Centre
Room naming
Donor wall
Newsletter and Community Report
Digital and traditional media
A Campaign to Build Brighter Futures

No child will grieve alone.

Call today to learn how you can help light the way to a brighter future.
403.263.4525
A Campaign to Build Brighter Futures

